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1. ALl efforts toward nited action ard the achi )
the four sro-unity parties have fa:iled since 22 Uarch 1948, vwhen a

carpaira of tae Sudancso delegation to prevent the Sudan Administration
and trs Indejendence Front from enforeing cortain constitutional reforns,
and tie efforts of the lational Frunt were masted in threats and protests.
The wnfusica prevailing among ths unionists, although not deliberately
insp'ved by the actions of the sdndnistratior,; was intensified by the
aggrossive policies pursued by the Independence Front, with the tacit
spproval cf the Sudan Govornnent. .

2, The rivary of the Ashiqga and the Unionist Porties for leadershlp was
the mair cause of the breakdown in the iationel Front, but friction
between the Unity of the lile Valley Party and the Liberal-Unionist
Partier contributed as well. The atwapts of the Sudan Graduates!
Gener:i Congress to heal the breach fniled, and division among the pro-
unit partics remains preat. The conflicting interests of the various
part/es and individuals resulted in Jwne 1948 in a reshuffling of the
top .eadership of the Ashiqqa Party ard the Graduates' Congress. The
foi.owing members, who resigned, were considered to be the most important
‘mebers of these tvo groups:

¢« Yahya Fadli, Secretary~General of ihe Ashiqqa Party, who was replaced
by Khidr Oner.

be. I'ahmid Fadli, Secretary-General of “he Graduates' Congress, who was
replaced by '‘ubarrak Zarruke ‘

c. Ali Hanid, Assictant Secretary of the Congress, viho Vs rovlaced by
'/bd-gl=-Rahnan ilamza. ‘
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In May 1948 the Ashiqga Youth passed a resolution to present a demand to
the Executive Committee of the Party to dimmiss Yahya Fadll on the grounis
that his actions wers "despotic™ and that the reputation of the Party had
suffered as a result of his leadership. He was also acoused of corrupt
practices in comnection with the pranting of treds permits while he was a
member of the Sudanese Delegation in Cairo. The discontent among the
Ashiqga Youth threatensd to split the Party, as this group also demanded
new elections for offices of the Executive Committes, and control of
al=-Ashiqga. A%t first the committes declined to take any action, but |
on 29 ﬂg i9h8 Yahya Fadli was ordered out of the Ashiqqa Party. There-
upon, his brother, Mahmud Fadli, and Ali Hamid resigned in protest and
their colleagues withdrew temporarily from party activity; they are now
attempting to return. :

In order to repair the breach between the pro-~unity parties, Daxdiri Ahmad
Ismail, President of the Unity of the Nile Valley Party, invited repre-
sentatives of all pro-unity parties to a meeting (date unspecified), in
order to discuss a new formila for reconciliatlon which had been framed
by the Graduates! Congress. The meeting was held, but the terms of recon-
ciliation between the pro-unity parties were repudiated by the Unionist
Party, which did not agres to the unity of the Nile Valley as suggested
by the Ashiqqa Party and the Oraduates' Congress. The other three parties
agreed to ths terms. The Unionist Party insisted on a separate army for
the Sudan, with a joint committee to coordinate the defense of the Sudan
and Bgypt. Subsequently, the Unlonist Party declined to participate in
ths Sudanese Dalegation to Cairo, but promised to cooperate in *internal
matters." .

The Ashiqga Party, the Unity of the Nile Valley Party, and the Liberal-
Unionist Partles agreed to & proposal whereby a lialson cormittes would
be creasted as a link between the Sudanese Delegation in Cairo and the
pro-unity parties and the Graduates' Congress in the Suden, Amother
committes would also be established to organize the "internal struggle®
of all pro-unity parties in opposition to the colonization projects in
the Sudan. It was explained that the period of inactivity which had
followed the shelving by the United Nations of the Sudan questdon had
enabled the Sudan Government to draw up plans calculated to prolong the
condominium, The resolution of the Ashiqga Party to come to an agree-
ment with ths other parties had bean made with the realization that
that party's committee structure was getting weaker every day.

The Unionist Party issued a statement explaining why the Party had re-
fused to enter into the coalition of pro-unity parties, in which it
stated that the Party wished to dewte every effort to "internal .
activity.” However, the Unionist Party's resolution not to participate
in the Sudansse Delegation to Calro was reportedly based, in addition to
the reasons given above and in paragraph li, on the fact that they wished
to "avoid associating with dishonest persons in the Ashiqqa Party."

In June 1948, the Unionist Party registered an overwhelming victory ovexr
the Ashiqge Party in elections of the Khartoum North Schools Club. To
celebrate the eveant the Party held a meeting at their club, during which
speeches were made by President Hamad Tawfiq and Secretary Abdn Tish Mirgheni,
in which they extolled the achievements of the Party. At this meeting,
mambers of the Unlonist Party ridiculed the Ashiqqa Party, an sction

which precipitated renswed clashes, and relations beiween the two parties
remained tense during July and August. Dissension between the Aghiqga

and the Unity of the Nile Valley partles, and the rivalry between

Ismall Azhari and ‘Ali al-Bireir, further aggravated the situation.
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